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Above: MN DNR personnel released muskie
yearlings into Lake Waconia. Above right:

Olin Knutson helped release muskies into

Bald Eagle Lake. Below right: The yearlings
stocked in various lakes this fall were 17-18
inches. A recent DNR Metro Stocking Study

has shown that yearlings are 4 to 5 times more
likely to survive than traditional fall fingerlings.
Essentially, the 1,500 yearlings stocked is the
equivalent of stocking 6,000 to 7,500 fingerlings.

Muskies Find New Homes in State Lakes

ast spring, the Minnesota DNR made the decision to not do egg takes to raise fry
Lfor any stocking for 2020. The chapter learned about some muskie fingerlings at

a private producer that had been over-wintered. With the help of Muskies, Inc.
chapters state-wide and many private donations, 1500 fingerlings (11.5-inch average)
were purchased for grow-out to an advanced life stage to be stocked in the fall. The
cooperation of Muskies, Inc. allowed the Minnesota DNR to evaluate yearling muskie
stocking along with providing fish to be stocked in a COVID-19 era where fish would not
have been available due to constraints with normal Minnesota DNR activities.

On June 26, 2020 the 1500 muskies were stocked in three ponds at the MN DNR fish
hatchery in Waterville, Minnesota. These fish were raised until October when they were
then harvested and stocked throughout Minnesota to fill the DNR’s muskie program
needs.

1359 of those muskie fingerlings survived and grew to 17-plus inches. These fish
were stocked in Mille Lacs, Waconia, French Lake, Bald Eagle and White Bear Lake.
Many of these fish were PIT tagged to further evaluate yearling stocking vs. fingerling
stocking. Additionally, fish that over-wintered in the Grand Rapids area were also
stocked to fill quotas in Mille Lacs, Alexander, Shamineau and Spider Lakes. In total
1,959 muskie yearlings were stocked in 2020.
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Chapter
Elections to
be Held in
December

ith no in-person
meetings being held
and our chapter by-

laws requiring an election in
December, it was decided to
take voting for board members
online this year.

Chapter members have
until December 7 to vote.
Board of Directors who are
elected will serve a two-year
term starting in January.

To cast your vote for the
chapter’s Board of Directors
go to:

http://www.
twincitiesmuskiesinc.org/
node/257

You can choose a button
for all individuals up for
election or choose each person
individually.

Results of the online
vote will be tabulated by the
December 8 chapter meeting
date. Once members of the
Board have been determined,
officers will be elected from
among all Board members.

Currently, the Board meets
in the evening on the first
Tuesday of the month — an
hour or two of your time. If
you're interested in serving
the chapter as a member of
the Board of Directors, let
president Jim Doyle know.



rom Our President,
JIM DOYLE

At last, we have some fish
going into the Metro lakes for 2020!
As I write this, the DNR is stocking
the fish purchased this spring by
TCMI, other MI chapters across the
state, and lots of individuals. We
appreciate all the funds that were
quickly pulled together to make this

all possible.

Hopefully, we get a few more weeks
of open water in the Metro for the
die-hard anglers after the near full

on-set of winter in October.

We hope to resume some on-line
meetings this winter as many of us
are now quite accustomed to them
and they are an excellent option

to reach a wider chapter member
audience at this time and perhaps

into the future.

Stay safe everyone.

A Muskie Tale for
Another Year

s you're out fishing this season, keep
A in mind events that happen that

might make a good “Muskie Tale”.
We’re not necessarily looking for the”big
fish” story. We're looking for stories that
are something a little out of the ordinary —
what happened while fishing; on the way to
fishing; on the way back. Maybe some kind
of mishap happened while you were out
fishing; or you found something interesting
on the end of your line. We've already heard
a few contenders.

Take home the Muskie Tale. Share your

story with us by emailing your “tale” to
Denise Olson at olsonat3pete@gmail.com.
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Chapter Needs Treasurer and Editor

ur chapter’s current treasurer, Elaine Randolph, will not be able to
O continue the job next year. The treasurer must be a board member and

reports to the board monthly on the chapter’s financial status. They
also responsible balancing check books and entering banking information into
Quick Books. The treasurer must work with the national accountant for end-of-
year reports and Quick Books files. The chapter owns the PC with Quick Books
and that will be turned over to the new treasurer. Elaine will work with the new
treasurer to make the transition as simple as possible.

If you're interested in helping out the chapter as treasurer, contact
president Jim Doyle at doyle_jim@hotmail.com or 952-920-9818.

While not a board position, the chapter is also looking for someone to take
over for newsletter editor, Denise Olson. The newsletter editor is responsible
for content, producing the newsletter, emailing it to the majority of subscribers,
and uploading current copy to the website on or about the first of each month.
About 70 copies need to be printed, folded, tabbed, stamped and mailed to
subscribers receive the newsletter by snail-mail. All electronic files of current
newsletter will be turned over.

If you're interested in taking over production of On the Water, please
contact Denise at olsonat3pete@gmail.com or 612-804-4687 for more
information.

Nominations Being Accepted for
Chapter’s Muskie Award

he chapter’s Muskie Award is presented each year to a deserving chapter
Tmember who has constantly and unselfishly devoted time and energy over
the years to promoting and improving the goals of Muskies, Inc.

The first Muskie Award was presented to Muskies, Inc. founder, Gil Hamm
in 1974. At that time, our national umbrella had not yet been formed and the
award recipient was chosen from among all Muskies, Inc. members, regardless
of chapter affiliation. In 1980 when there were a number of chapters and it
became too difficult to choose a recipient from the entire organization, the
Muskie Award was dropped. The Twin Cities chapter made the decision to
continue the award for our chapter.

Submit nomination of an individual (or individuals) for the Muskie Award
in writing. Include the reasons you are nominating that person (persons) or a
history of their involvement with the Twin Cities Chapter over the years.

Nominations must be in by December 31. Send to Jim Kroupa at 6311
Steller Circle, Excelsior, MN 55331. Or email it to Jim at kroupaandsusan@
gmail.com. Call Jim at 952-474-5967 if you have questions.

The Board of Directors will vote on the nominees and the award will be
presented when we hold our awards program for the chapter’s Members Only
Contest.

Just in time for Christmas

n response to many requests, the chapter now has long-sleeved grey crew-
I neck t-shirts with the large chapter logo on the front available for purchase.

L and XL shirts sell for $25, 2XL and 3XL are $30. If you want the shirt
mailed, add $9. Otherwise we will arrange for pick-up times at the Knights of
Columbus in Bloomington where our meetings take place. To place an order for
the shirts, go to our website at: http://www.twincitiesmuskiesinc.org/node/260.

On the Water



Members Only Contest

from Mike Darley, Members Only Contest Chair

all came early and fierce this year. We've had
Fa lot of small ponds and some lakes starting to

have thin layers of ice forming in mid-October.
Howeyver, the upcoming week’s forecast gives fall
Muskie hunters something to smile about, while
the gun deer hunters shake their heads.

We've seen surface temperatures of registered
fish in the start of the month go from 60 degrees all
the way down to 39 degrees on our last fish on the
26th. I had a chance to get on Mille Lacs last Friday
where the surface temp was 38 degrees. Most of our
October fish have come via sucker minnows.

We had a changing of the guard in our
September Lunker of the Month, where Eric
Hansen was dethroned by Benjamin Knutson
who registered a huge 55.5-incher from Pelican Lake. Worth
mentioning, Josh Hawke boated a b4.5-incher in September
as well. These two fish were the largest of all registrations
this year, they, unfortunately, had to come in the same month.

In our Men’s Masters division, we've seen Nathan
Ryskiewicz climb to second place by two points over Derek
Boomer, and Craig Johnson jump from 10th to 8th place with
his 4 fish registrations. Our Men’s Masters and our Juniors
divisions have remained the same even though there may be
some upcoming Junior Knutson registrations to add some
competition to Isaiah Chrissis. Craig Johnson’s impressive
month has catapulted him into first place in the tiger division
with 5 total tiger muskies this year. Lastly, we have Callista
Klaus jumping into first place in the Women’s division with
her two registrations.

Stay warm and safe on the water if you still have some
chase left in you!

Data from November 2.

JUNIOR DIVISION

NAME POINTS NO.FISH LONGEST
Ist Isaiah Chrissis 49 5 42.5
WOMEN’S DIVISION
Ist Callista Klaus 32 2 46
2np  Isabelle Bogen 26 1 51.5
WOMEN’S MASTERS DIVISION
1st Cindy Hegdahl 19 3 34
2Np Lauren Stout 17 1 43.25
3rd Linda Knutson 16 1 41.5
MEN’S DIVISION
1st Ethan Stout 455 29 53.b
2np Nathan Ryskiewicz 138 9 50
3rp Derek Boomer 136 10 49.75
41H Steve Agrimson 106 5 49.5
5tH Chris Dahl 98 5 48.5
6tH Ryan Sailer 75 7 42
7tH John Harazin 69 4 52
8tH Craig Johnson 66 6 42
9ta  Mike Darley 60 5 42
10TH Colin Hulke 56 5 54.75
10TH Josh Hawke 56 3 46

On the Water

Ben Knutson has entered the longest fish of the season so far — a 55.5-
inch muskie caught in September in Ottertail County.

MEN’S MASTERS DIVISION

NAME POINTS NO.FISH LONGEST
1st Nolen Ryba 297 19 49
2np Dale Mueller 183 13 48
3rp Brent Hirsch 140 8 50
HYBRID DIVISION
1st Craig Johnson 54 5 42
2np  Isaiah Chrissis 49 5 42.5
3rp Nathan Ryskiewicz 30 2 41
LUNKER OF THE MONTH

May - Greg Ide - 5/30 - 46" - St. Louis River

JUNE - John Harazin - 6/28 - 52" - Metro

Jury - Eric Schultz - 7/18 - 50.25" - St. Louis River
Aucusrt - Ethan Stout - 8/6 - 53.5" - Waconia

SEPTEMBER - Ben Knutson - 9/13 - 55.5" - Pelican
OcroBer (unofficial) - Erik Chrissis - 10/2 - 48" - Leech

Red Wing Lodge Prepares
for 2021 Muskie Season

ed Wing Lodge, Sabaskong Bay, Lake of the Woods, the
Rfamily owned and operated resort for over b5 years,

has scheduled net year’s annual joint outing with Twin
Cities and North Metro Muskies, Inc. chapters for August
7-14, 2021. The event was canceled this year because of
COVID-19 and the resort is looking forward to hosting the
event next year.

Mike and Anne Bartlett and family have continued
this fall to make improvements in their cabins and on their
beautiful grounds, as they do every year, in preparation for
providing their loyal customers the excitement of big-time
Canadian muskie fishing,

To make reservations, or any questions or suggestions for
improving this famous trip, contact: John van Ingen at (651)
336-3622, maxjo@mac.com or John Genosky at (651) 329-
4898, John@Protacinc.com.



Muskie Mayhem 2020

ednesday, October 28th
was just barely warm
enough to make it a

go for Fishing For Life’s 12th
annual Muskie Mayhem sucker-
soaking event for Veterans. The
early on-set of winter this year
was threatening to postpone or
cancel it, but the nice little blip
of 32-45°F weather saved the
day.

A group of roughly 24 vets
and 12 or so guides, several from
Muskies, Inc., met early in the
morning at the Long Lake Fire
Department who graciously
hosted everyone for a hearty
breakfast. The event kicked off with
some wise words and encouragement
from Tom Goodrich and Vaughn
Blackburn of Fishing For Life, and
getting fishermen and guides paired up
before heading out on the water.

Thorne Brothers generously
donated the bait — and by bait we mean
the 15-18" suckers that Muskies just
love this time of year. Boats of vets and
guides spread out across the metro
in search of a trophy. With everyone
bundled up and a little expert sucker
surgery to rig up baits, everyone was in
business by around 9 am.

Fittingly for a vets outing, Lake
Independence wound up being the hot

Musky Strategy

Now Available
soft cover -
A\éfrsion of MUSKY
usky Strategy STRATEGY

that has been sold out
in hard cover for many
years. The book retails
for $19.95 ($24.95
in Kindle version).
Author Tom Gelb
is making it available for only $7.98.
Postage for 1 or 2 books in a padded
mailer is $3.00.

If you're interested in the book,
contact Tom Gelb at tgelbl @gmail.com.

TOM GELB
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Two muskies were boated at the 2020
Muskie Mayhem event. Above, Nate with
his 43-inch fish and right, Camryn with his
43.5-inch fish.

— a Day of Muskie Fishing for Veterans

- == -

lake this year. Veteran Nate Sense and
his nephew Camryn, were the lucky
anglers who caught the only fish boated
for the day. They were guided by none
other than our chapter president,

Jim Doyle. Camryn struck first with a
43.5-incher around 11:30 am. Nate with
a 43-incher at 1:45 pm made up the
fireworks for the day.

Nate had named a very active
sucker that he thought was going to be
the lucky sucker of the day “KEVIN!”
(as in KEVIN! from the movie Home
Alone). KEVIN! turned out not only to
be the hot ticket, but ever-so-narrowly
escaped injury by dashing under the
motor to escape the open jaws of
another 46-48-inch Muskie right at the

boat as everyone aboard watched in
awe.
An unnamed lazy sucker wound up
catching both fish for the day before
it was finally lost on Nate’s necessary
long-distance heavy hookset. The
sucker went free but the hook was solid
in the corner of the Muskie’s mouth.
Other boats were seeing fish
following jerk baits and looking at
suckers but no takers. It was a nice
day of fellowship and Muskie hunting
for the group. Hopefully, Muskies Inc.
gained a few new dedicated Muskie
hunters, and we all gained a few friends
in fishing!

At the end of the day the activity
tracker will read 5,000 casts

are specifically designedto hold up to the stress of muskie fishing while still staying comfortable
inyour hand, cast after cast. Because Lord knows, you are going to make a lot of them.

ires endurance. Of mind, body and reel. The Revo® Toro® Beast™ low profile reels

©2020 Pure Fishing, Inc.
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Serving the Muskie
Community Since 1981

Staffed with knowledgeable
personnel who are
passionate about fishing

0% OFF

TO MUSKIES, INC. MEMBERS
651-777-2421

1985 Geneva Ave N
Oakdale, MN 55128

PREMIER METRO-AREA FISHING GUIDE SERVICES
Mighty Muskie Guide Service

Josh Stevenson, State Tiger Musky Record Holder
Dick Grzywinsky Guide Service

Minnesota’s “The Griz”

TRANKIES

Miarire!
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SPECIALIZING IN THE SALES & SERVICE OF QUALITY FISHING BOATS

651-257-6334

www.frankies.net

10680 SOUTH AVENUE
CHISAGO, MN 55013

) J"” #1 RANGER
DEALERSHIP
B,@MU IN THE WORLD

Musky Insider

Sign up for Musky Insider,
a free weekly musky
fishing email newsletter.
The publication features
hardcore tips & tactics,
monster musky photos, the
latest news and lures/gear
you need to know about,
and some (hopefully) funny
fishin’ memes. Subscribe

at muskyinsider.com.
Subscribers will hear from
them once-per-week with
ONLY the best of the best in
the musky world.

On the Water

tc chapter
contacts

OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Jim Doyle
952-920-9818
temi.president@gmail.com
doyle_jim@hotmail.com
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Casey Friskney
715-419-1187
temi.vicepresident@gmail.com
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Jim Kroupa
952-474-5967
tcmi.vicepresident2@gmail.com

TREASURER
Elaine Randolph
612-708-6851
tcmi.treasurer@gmail.com

SECRETARY
OPEN
temi.secretary@gmail.com

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
OPEN
tcmi.rvp@gmail.com

COMMITTEE CONTACTS

MEMBERS ONLY CONTEST
Mike Darley
715-225-0167

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR

Peter Janik
952-649-9576

STOCKING AND PROJECTS
John Newman
651-699-8676

YOUTH/HS TOURNAMENT
OPEN

BOARD MEMBERS
AT LARGE

Greg Ide
612-331-5034

Shawn Kellett
612-201-0209

Pete Kemmer
952-933-1734

Stu McIntosh
651-699-9817

Dale Mueller
414-429-2448

Denise Olson
612-804-4687

Nolen Ryba
952-200-1657

Eric Schultz
651-353-3769

Chris Smythe
612-281-9981

Steve Smythe
612-369-8075

Alex Worobel
651-491-1466

www.twincitiesmuskiesinc.org
On the Water is published
monthly for members and
friends of the Twin Cities
Chapter of Muskies, Inc.
Contact: Graphic Works
olsonat3pete@gmail.com
612-804-4687
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NO MEETING
SCHEDULED

Take advantage of the last month of
the muskie season and go_fishing.

Muskies Inc. Twin Cities chapter meetings
(except summer) are held at 7:00 pm the
second Tuesday of every month at the Knights
of Columbus Hall, 1114 American Boulevard
West, Bloomington, MN (just off I-494 &
Lyndale Ave.).

MUSKIES, INC.
7125 17th Avenue South
Richfield, MN 55423

Return Service Requested

Thank Our
Sponsors

A big thank you to all the
manufacturers, retailers and
resorts that have helped

the Twin Cities chapter in

the past year by donating
merchandise and trips used
for prizes at our Banquet and
Tournaments as well as at
the welcome table at each
meeting.

Please make an effort to
support our sponsors so they
have an incentive to keep on
supporting us. Without them
this chapter could not do what
it does for the resource and
its members.

If you’re looking for a

new bait, remember that
manufacturers of some of

the most productive baits
ever designed are among our
sponsors. And remember to
buy them from sponsoring
retailers. If you're looking

for a muskie trip, keep the
sponsoring resorts in mind.

Abu Garcia

Ace Baits

Advon Incorporated
Anchorage Inn

Apex Predator Lures

Beaver Baits

Bernick’s Beverage

Big Tasty

Brainerd Lakes Tour Showcase
Blue Ribbon Bait & Tackle

Broadwater Bay Resort —
Woman Lake

Carbone’s Pizza
Chaos Tackle

Crawford’s Camp — Lake of the
Woods

Elk River Rods

Fishing for Life

Frankie’s Live Bait & Marine
Gary’s Custom Rod & Reel
H30

Harris Hill Resort — Lake of the
Woods

Hirsch’s Ghosttails

Huddle’s Resort — Leech Lake
Joe’s Sporting Goods

Just Encase

LAX Reproductions

Leech Lake Gaming

Man Cave Bait Co.

Midwest Outdoors

Mighty Muskie Guide Service —
Josh Stevenson

Minneapolis Gun Club
Minnesota Valley Country Club
Musky Bumper

Musky Frenzy Lures

Musky Hunter Magazine
Musky Innovations LLC
Musky Mayhem Tackle

Musky Safari

One Stop

Outdoor News

Pro Musky Guide Service — Josh
Borovsky

Red Tail Tackle

Red Wing Lodge — Lake of the
Woods

Reed’s Family OQutdoor Outfitters
Rubberhairy Baits

Sah-Kah-Tay Resort — Cass Lake
Simms Fishing

Spring Bay Resort and Guide
Service — Lake Vermilion

St. Croix Rods

Suick

Sunset Cove Resort — Cass Lake
Supernatural Big Baits

Tamarack Island Wilderness
Lodge — Lake of the Woods

Thorne Bros
Timber Trails Resort — Boy Lake
TR Custom Tackle

Trappers Landing Lodge — Leech
Lake

Trophy Technology
Wades Custom Tackle

Whitefish Bay Camp — Lake of
the Woods




SABASKONG BAY LAKE OF THE WOODS
12-TIME MUSKIES INC. CHAPTER CHALLUNGE
HEADQUARTERS - INCLUDING 2018

Family owned and operated for 50+ years
HOUSEKEEPING CABINS ¢ CAMPING * FREE WI-FI

The convenience of a drive-in camp with the
privacy you would expect on an island.

1-888-488-5601
or 807-488-5601

www.redwinglodge.net

CUSTOM ROD & TACKLE

763-572-3782
www.thornebros.com
Check Out Our Complete Muskie,
Ice and Fly Fishing Web Catalogs!

10091 CENTRAL AVENUE NE - BLAINE

10* DISCOUNT .0r:<

TO MUSKIES INC. MEMBERS

CALVERT ISLAND - IN TE HEART
OF LAKE OF THE WOODS

1-877-226-1211

Excellent muskie fishing and other species
AMERICAN AND HOUSEKEEPING PLANS

GROUP AND FAMILY RATES
PRIVATE BOATS WELCOME

75 MILES FROM INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MN
www.whitefishbaycamp.com

LAKE VERMILION

Friendly Hospitality and
Old-fashioned Service

(218) 666-5607

(RESERVATIONS ONLY) 1-800-847-5253
springbayresort.com
3045 VERMILION DRIVE * COOK, MN 55723

Outdoor Experts for Over 80 Years

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 AM - 8 PM
SAT. 9 AM-5PM - SUN. 10 AM - 5 PM

651-209-7800
33 Cty. RdB St. Paul, MN

ONE BLOCK EAST OF RICE STREET
www.joessportinggoods.com

ALLEN’S BAY LODGE

fa/(@et ﬁm /@ ewm‘f

RESTAURANT “: EFULL.BAR
Housekeepi i

Outdoor Grill & Picnic Areas ® Game Room © Sun Deck
Morning Coffee  Satellite TV e Wireless Internet
Heated Indoor Pool © Kids Fishing Raft  Safe Sandy Beach

1-800-279-4831

allensbaylodge.com
sunsetcove-resort.com

CHAPTER SPONSORS

Josh Borovskg

PROFESSIONAL ANGLER

Guiding on: Lake Minnetonka, Forest Lake,
Lake Independence, White Bear Lake, and most
other lakes in the Twin Cities metro-area.

612-508-2759

joshborovsky @ msn.com

WWW. PI OmUﬁl\ %_:Ulg c.com
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Family Outdoor Outfitters

LEECH LAKE - WALKER, MN
MILLE LACS LAKE - ONAMIA, MN

YOUR FAMILY OUTDOOR OUTFITTERS
ELECTRONICS ¢ RODS ¢ REELS
LURES ¢ APPAREL « FOOTWEAR

GUNS ¢ AMMO ¢ ICE FISHING
Ask About Your Store-Wide Muskies Inc. Discount

800.346.0019
www.ReedsSports.com

SIMMS.

THE CHOICE OF
PROFESSIONAL
GUIDES + ANGLERS
WORLDWIDE

www.simmsfishing.com

Tamarack lsland
Wnlderness Lodge

e Lake of the Woods -
ona beautiful

www.tamarackis andwddernesslodge com

On the Water



Landing

Trapper’s

LODGE ON LEECH LAKE

The Newest Fishing Resort
on Leech Lake

Luxurious Lodging * Restaurant & Bar
Marina  Boat & Ice House Rental
Open Year-Round

www.trapperslandinglodge.com

866.665.3324

1812 MERIT ROAD NW « WALKER, MN

y Josh Stevenson
651-335-2118

www.mightymusky.com

A LEECH LAKE TRADITION
FOR OVER 80 YEARS

1-800-358-5516

www.huddlesresort.com
1696 WHIPHOLT BEACH RD NW « WALKER

Let 'Em Grow, Let 'Em Go!

EST. 1964

Rick

REPRODUCTIONS
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\ ROROROMY \
} 715-547-3710
www.laxreproductions.com
5455 Hwy 45 » Conover, WI 54519

(Bernick’s

@ Beverages ° Vending

STCROXIZ

BEST RODS ON EARTH"

www.stcroixrods.com
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Myl

SPECIALIZING IN THE SALES &
SERVICE OF QUALITY FISHING BOATS

#1 RANGER DEALERSHIP
(ke B@) ATS  IN THE WORLD

651 -257-6334 | www.frankies.net
10680 SOUTH AVENUE - CHISAGO, MN 55013
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North Otar
Village

Winnipeg River
Minaki, Ontario
1-888-464 6254
1-807-464-2542

northstarvillageminaki.com

ERX MUSKY RODS:
Ultra-High Performance Custom Taper
Graphite rods for peak performance,
light weight, and low-fatigue fishing

715-339-4209

www.elkrivercustomrods.com

On the Water

We measure
your success!

muskiebumper

Accurately measures up to 60”

Folds for easy storage

Constructed with durable fish-friendly materials
Available in right and left handed configurations

www.muskiebumper.com

f@

NORTH AMERICA ’S MUSI{ Y
AUTHORITY =~

Always the
latest tactics,
hot hites and
research.

Subscribe to
Musky Hunter
Magazine -

TO MUSKIES, INC.
MEMBERS

10 OF
651-777-2421

1985 GENEVA AVE N - OAKDALE, MN 55128
www.blueribbonbait.com

CHAPTER SPONSORS




