
from John Newman, Raffle Chairperson

With only a few weeks to go, we
need EVERYONE to give one
last push to SELL, SELL, SELL

tickets for our chapter’s Project and
Rearing Fund raffle. As of June 16, we
have only about $1500 to invest in
stocking muskies. Proceeds from every
ticket sold before the July 10 drawing
will go directly for the muskie resource.

We have a great muskie fishery in
the Twin Cities metro area, thanks in
part, to the efforts of our chapter and
past raffles. Help stock more muskies.
EVERY $20 BOOK OF TICKETS YOU
SELL WILL PURCHASE ONE MUSKIE
FOR STOCKING. Its up to each of you.
How many fish do you want to stock?
Lat’s all try to sell one more book of
tickets. 

We may have several opportunities
to stock new lakes this year, but with-
out our dollars, the MN DNR may have
to wait to get started. 

The raffle drawing will be held at
our July meeting. Top prize is a Triton
176 Liberty with a 90hp Mercury and
Triton Trailer. Second place prize is a
$300 shopping spree at Thorne Bros.
Custom Rod & Tackle, third prize is a
$150 shopping spree at Joe’s Sporting
Goods, and fourth prize is a signed,
numbered “Live Log” print by Les
Kouba (valued at $1000). 

As a reminder, we have great
incentive prizes for the top 5 sellers
including trips to: 1 week trip for 4 at
Shingwak Resort, Lake of the Woods; 4
day/3 night trip for 2 at Birch Villa
Resort, Cass Lake; October 11-13 trip
for 2 to Vermilion Dam Lodge; and a

two-day stay at Fortune Bay Casino on
Lake Vermilion.  

At our July meeting, in addition to
the raffle drawing, we will draw for the
following incentive prizes for those that
sold at least 6 books of tickets: Bull
Dog Package, $20 Axel’s Gift
Certificate, $20 Carbone’s Gift
Certificate, $50 Great American Marine
Certificate, Calico Jack Camo Shirt,
Wolf Trap Lure Package, $25 Joe
Sensor’s Certificate, DunWright Tackle
Package, $60 State Fair Gift Pack, 1
Bibs Box, $100 Gift Certificate from
Thorne B ros. and an Interstate Deep
Cycle Battery from Parkway Auto. 

The night of the drawing is always
hectic as people turn in their tickets.

Please try to have your tickets and
money organized to help us out. It will
be huge help as we tabulate the
results. 

Better yet, if you can mail them in
ahead of time, it would be appreciated.
Mail to John Newman, 1031 South
Howell, St. Paul, MN 55116.

Thanks for your participation.

Capable
Partners
Outing
Members of Capable
Partners joined Twin
Cities chapter
members early in the
morning on June 10
at the Baker Park
Reserve on Lake
Independence. They
fished hard for
muskies, but unfortu-
nately, only one was
boated. Still, a great
time was had by both
the able-bodied and
physically-challenged
who participated.

A “shore lunch” was
served for all the
anglers. Thanks to
Paul Hartman who
organized this event
again this year. Join
us next year for one
of the most rewarding
fishing outings you
could have. More
pictures on age 4.

TWIN CITIES CHAPTER OF MUSKIE, INC.

On
theWater
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Project and Rearing
Fund Raffle Update

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO SELL YOUR
TICKETS, THEY MUST BE RETURNED.
The state of Minnesota requires us to
account for ALL tickets. If they aren’t
turned in, we may have to pay for
them out of the proceeds that should
be going to purchase muskies for
stocking.
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I don’t know about any of you, but I sure feel

better now that I can get out fishing. 

I’d like to thank Paul Hartman and everyone else who

helped out with the Capable Partners outing. We had a

number of people from the Capable Partners organiza-

tion who had a variety of physical handicaps. These

guys, like all true fishermen, didn’t let anything get in

their way! I’ve been fishing with Stan for 3 years now

and let me tell you, he’s not afraid to cast anything.

Unfortunately the fish didn’t want to cooperate. The

group got one 42-incher and saw a couple more. Good

thing we had a good cook! If you haven’t participated in

this event, put it on your calendar for next year. We can

always use a few more guides no matter what your skill

level. 

We’re in the final stretch for this year’s Project and

Rearing Fund raffle. We’ll be drawing the winner of the

brand new Triton boat at the July meeting. I would like

to say that we’re ahead of last year, but we’re not.

Everyone in the chapter has to get it in gear if we want

to stock some fish! If you have tickets, please do what

you can to either sell them or buy them. If this fundrais-

er isn’t successful, we won’t be stocking any fish this

year. We need every dollar we can raise because there’s a

very good chance that the DNR is going to need our help

for the first year’s stocking of a new lake this fall. If we

can’t come up with the money, then we may have to

wait a year.

Staying on that topic of new muskie lakes, George Selcke

and I are going to be in a DNR meeting June 25th to talk

about getting Pokegama Lake in Grand Rapids stocked

with muskies this year. A big thank you to all of you

who sent an email or voicemail to Ron or Mark at the

DNR. It’s through those efforts that we were able to get

them moving again. I’ll keep you posted on the progress.

I just want to remind everyone that this will be the 40th

year of our chapter’s muskie tournament. The event will

be held September 7-9 on waters in the Longville,

Walker, Cass, and Bemidji area. This year with, the help

of Frankies Marine and Triton Boats, we’ve been able to

get the best boat we’ve ever had – a Triton 202 tiller

powered by a Mercury 115 4 stroke. This rig retails for

around $35,000! Any angler entering a legal fish gets

their name in the drawing for the Grand Prize boat

package. That’s not to mention the $20,000-$30,000 in

additional prizes that will be awarded. Not only is this

a great event, it’s also this club’s biggest fundraiser. If

you haven’t been to it before give it a try. It’s cheap, you

can fish any number of great muskie lakes and most of

all – it’s fun. If you need a partner drop me a line or go

to our website forum and leave a post.

Good luck!!!

From Our President 
SHAWN KELLETT

Muskies, Inc. History and
Archives Need Space
from Vince Trotta, Muskies Inc. Historian

We have accumulated quite a collection of
memorabilia, magazines, newspaper articles,
plaques, etc. depicting the history of Muskies

Inc. At the present time, the archives are dry and
secure, however, they are growing and need to be
better organized. We are in need of donated space
that will provide adequate storage and space for
volunteers to work with 40 years of Muskies, Inc.
archives and artifacts.

There is flexibility in the following specifications:  

Location: Area served by the Twin Cities
Chapter. South of Minneapolis and/or
St. Paul preferred.

Environment: Dry with thermostat temperature con-
trol. 

Area Needed: Adequate space for upwards to 70-100
boxes of materials as well as space for
a worktable and chairs to
accommodate several volunteers -
about 400 square feet.

Entrance: Private and secure.

If you can contribute or know someone who is willing
to  contribute such a space to non-profit Muskies
Inc., please contact Vince Trotta at 952 688-7216 or
vptrotta@msn.com.

The Twin Cities Chapter 
Has a New Logo!
You will begin seeing the logo on chapter printed
material and the web site. If you are interested in
having chapter apparel imprinted with the logo,
please contact president Shawn Kellett at 
952-380-1218 or shawn@muskietreat.com and let
him know. If there is enough interest, we can see
about ordering some t-shirts, jackets or hats.
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A Muskie Tale

As you are fishing this season, you
might find yourself in a Musky
Tale situation. The Muskie Tale

Award is presented at the Awards
Banquet to a chapter member who
submits the best story from the past
fishing season. The stories are about
events or happenings relating to fish-
ing, not about the biggest fish. If you
have a great story, remember to submit
it to Greg Ide at gregide@aol.com or
give him a written copy at meetings.

This is a Musky Tale submitted by
Joe Mellott for last year’s contest.

We were having a great trip with
many fish in the boat for several days
then came the storms followed by
severe heat and scorching sun. In spite
of having three guys in the boat, we
were struggling to put together a
pattern that would produce even a
follow. I borrowed a very odd colored

bucktail from my friend’s arsenal to
try to mix it up a little. After a few
casts a very large fish came out from
under the boat headed away from me
toward my incoming bucktail. The
fish creamed the bait and immedi-
ately jumped all the way out of the
water, tail and all. As it came out of
the water I thought, that’s not good,
watching its violent head shakes
attempting to throw the bucktail. Sure
enough before the fish hit the water the
bucktail came flying back at me, with-
out the fish attached. As my friend at
the front of the boat and I watched the
fish fall almost in slow motion back to
toward the surface, we caught a
glimpse of our other friend in the back
of the boat completing a cast and
about to go into a figure eight. Just as
he started his figure eight, the fish
landed right on top of his bucktail and
became hooked upon impact. The fight
was on, another rod. As he is fighting

the fish I’m in awe at what I just saw.
Meanwhile he’s yelling at me to get the
net! I finally come to my senses, not
nearly fast enough according to
friend’s accounts, and I proceed to the
back of the boat and net the fish. Of
course all three of us are rejoicing at
this crazy moment we have just
experienced and I in one of my dazed
and confused moments induced by
fishing too many extended days,
forgot to make sure my friend had the
net. As I look back, the hoop of the net
is slowly drooping toward the surface
and before I could get there, our
acrobatic visitor seized the oppor-
tunity and escaped leaving the
bucktail in the net. The Houdini fish
as we like to call her still stirs up
many different recounts of this crazy
moment in time that usually result in
a debate about who’s fish was it if it
had stayed in the net?

Brent Fox, Youth Co-chair

At every monthly meeting, I will be bringing a variety of
items that were donated for the Youth Events from the
Hugh Becker estate. All money raised by this sale will

go to buying new lures and other items to be used as prizes
and such, for youth related things. 

My suggestion for items purchased is to give them to your
kids for their own “starter tackle”. Other ideas would be to
give stuff to a kid (neighbor or relative) who doesn’t have
anyone else to take them fishing. Maybe you can be the one
to help get them started? If you’re really hard up, then get
something for yourself too. 

As for giving kids their own “starter tackle” – I know
from personal experience, that things received for free are
not always going to be taken care of (ex: rods/reels & lures)
so it makes more sense (sometimes) to get a kid started with
less expensive stuff. If they really get hooked on fishing, they
will work up to it, otherwise, if not, you won’t have wasted too
much money! Of course, give them stuff that works and isn’t
trash. A bad experience fishing can be more detrimental than
not fishing at all. 

Same goes for spouses. Wouldn’t it be great if our spouse
actually WANTED to spend the day in a boat with us? Make it
comfortable & enjoyable. Cater it for them. Maybe they catch

panfish (=have fun) while you cast all day for a muskie that
may not show? 

I took my wife fishing for panfish the first time we went.
Beth loved it and since then has been learning more and
enjoys going fishing. Now we’re both members of MI and I
hope she catches her first muskie this year. She’s learned to
handle and release small Northerns to the point that she
WILLINGLY unhooked, and posed with a 10# Northern and
her first Walleye (5# 10oz). 

Lessons learned: I had to be patient with her from the
start. Now I’ve got a fishing partner who can trailer the boat
and is now ready to handle a large muskie by herself! She
isn’t ready, and may never be, hardcore enough for serious
tournament fishing, but we have spent many hours in the
boat! Everyone (kids, spouses and other adults) needs a good
start. Perhaps the gear you buy at the meetings will be bene-
ficial in that goal of teaching someone to fish.

Good luck! 

Most of the gear is used, some are new or like new. I cannot
bring everything, so contact me with any requests and I
will bring it to the meeting. Items include: Musky/Pike size
bucktails and spinnerbaits, Bass size baits, Walleye stuff
(jigs, floats, hooks), Hair jigs, Treble hooks, Bobbers,
Rods/Reels and other miscellaneous items.

Lure and Tackle Sale at Meetings to Benefit Youth Events
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Members Only
Contest
from Pete Randall, Contest Chair

ABIG 3-fish-day hello to every-
one!! Here we go again, time to
start chuckin’ and nettin’. Looks

like we’ve gotten off to a good start
with the regulars on the board. I have
only received one form in the mail so
far? Only about 30 fish entered so far
and not one over 50". The numbers on
the chapter web site are from last year,
but will be updated soon. 

Remember you have a number of
options for entering your fish in the
members Only Contest. You can enter
them in yourself at the Muskies Inc.
web site, muskiesinc.org. Remember to
use “Fish Submission.” 

Or you can mail entries to me and I
will take care of the registration.
Download blank forms at the web site

or I will have some on hand at meet-
ings. Please try to fill out all of the
information on the form to the best of
your ability. Thanks. 

Mail your entries to: 
Peter Randall
6490 158th St. W. 
Apple Valley, MN 55124
Or, you can call (952-201-5000) or

email (prandall@charter.net) me the
information. 

You have thirty days after release
of the fish to enter. After that your fish
will not be allowed. 

STANDINGS SO FAR:

MENS DIVISION: 
1ST: Kris Astorp - 51 points - 4 fish 
2ND: Scott Ashby - 44 points - 3 fish 
3RD: Nicholas Golz - 42 points - 2 fish 
4TH: Phil Groth - 40 points - 3 fish 
5TH: Jim Kroupa - 22 points - 1 fish 
6TH: Adam Walsh - 21 points - 2 fish 
7TH: Wade Reimer - 16 points - 2 fish 

8TH: Brent Hirsch - 15 points - 1 fish 
9TH: Joe Mellot - 14 points - 2 fish 
10TH: Phil Peterson - 12 points - 1 fish 

MENS MASTERS DIVISION: 
1ST: Dean A. Roll - 25 points - 2 fish 
2ND: Tony Sommerfield - 20 points - 1

fish 
3RD: Kurt Holstager - 12 points - 1 fish 

WOMENS DIVISION: 
No entrys to date 

WOMENS MASTERS DIVISION: 
1ST: Linda Knutson - 28 points - 2 fish 

JUNIORS DIVISION: 
No entrys to date 

HYBRID DIVISION: 
1ST: Kris Astrop - 10 points - 1 fish, I

believe 36" qualifies.... 

LUNKER OF THE MONTH: 
MAY - unofficial - no entry greater than

45" 
JUNE - unofficial - Nicholas Golz- 49.5" -

June 10th - Miltona 

Capable Partners Outing
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SELF DEFENSE / MARTIAL ARTS
www FOX DEFENSIVE TRAINING.com
Host a Self Defense Class in YOUR
OWN HOME! Instructor will teach 4-6
people in your own home or other
location! Call for details and other
training options and products.

SELF DEFENSE / HANDGUN
www.PISTOL CRAFT.org

Do you own a firearm for self
defense? THEN YOU NEED THIS
CLASS! It's not just for carry permits.
Learn Pointshooting in the dark! Our
training can get you permits for up to
33 states.

Call Brent for discounts! 
(651) 491-0101

Classified ads may be submitted by Twin

Cities Chapter members. Charges are

$5.00 per month per ad. Send ad

information and check made out to

Muskie, Inc. by the 15th of each month for

insertion into the following month’s

publication to: Graphic Works, 7125 17th

Avenue South, Richfield, MN 55423.

FAMILY INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
Need insurance for that new BOAT?

Giving special attention to our clients, we write all types of 
home, auto, life and recreational vehicle insurance.

Before you renew elsewhere – CHECK US OUT!
Give Pete and Cindy Randall a call before you renew.

OFFICE: 952-890-5961

THE HOUSE RANDALL AGENCY

UP NORTH
REALTY

www.womanlakehomes.com
Lakeshore • Cabins • Hunting Land

CONTACT MARK TIETJEN

1-866-336-1451

The Cutting Edge of Fishing Tackle

Look
For It!

REEDS
Family Outdoor Outfitters

www.reedssports.com
1-800-346-0019

Picnic Planned for 
August Meeting
THE AUGUST 14 MEETING
WILL BE OUR ANNUAL POT
LUCK SUMMER PICNIC AT
MINNEHAHA FALLS PARK.

Burgers, brats, buns and pop will be provided.

Everyone should bring a dish to share. This is

an enjoyable night for the whole family, so

bring the kids. Everyone is invited to share

fishing stories, some great fishing spots and

good fun. 

If you have questions, call Shawn Kellett at 

952-380-1218.
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& Restaurant
1-800-358-5516

www.huddlesresort.com
1696 WHIPHOLT BEACH RD NW • WALKER

Where family traditions begin…
ON LAKE GARFIELD, MIDWAY 

BETWEEN WALKER AND BEMIDJI

1-800-451-0912
218-224-2313

SANDY BEACH WITH LAKE TOYS
FULL PLAYGROUND • GROCERIES • GAS
www.bowles.com/pine.beach

WHITEFISH BAY
LAKE OF THE WOODS

Lakefront Housekeeping Cottages
OPEN YEAR-ROUND FOR ALL-SEASON 

FISHING HUNTING AND SNOW ACTIVITIES

(807) 226-5630
www.up-north.com/shingwak

SIOUX NARROWS, ONTARIO, CANADA

LEECH LAKE

Heated Pool • Protected Harbor

1-800-516-0077
Make Tracks to Spirit of the North

Trails End
Lodge

CLEARWATER/PIPESTONE CHAIN
76 miles of outstanding muskie fishing

only 341 miles north the cities
LEAVE AT 6 AM – BE FISHING BY 2 PM

All packages include a hearty
breakfast and fixins for shore lunch

800-482-2057
www.trails-end.net
RR 2, EMO, ONTARIO P0W1E0

VERMILION

DAM
LODGE

LOCATED ON LAKE 
VERMILION • COOK, MN

Housekeeping Cabins
American Plan
Rental Boats

1-800-325-5780
218-666-5418 • PO BOX 1105 • COOK, MN

SAH-KAH-TAY
BEACH RESORT

CASS LAKE

HOUSEKEEPING CABINS
CAMPING

1-800-23-BEACH
218-335-2424

16348 60TH AVE. NW • CASS LAKE

CALVERT ISLAND – IN THE 
HEART OF LAKE OF THE WOODS

Excellent muskie fishing and other species
75 MILES FROM INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MN

AMERICAN AND HOUSEKEEPING PLANS
GROUP AND FAMILY RATES • PRIVATE BOATS WELCOME

1-877-226-1211
www.whitefishbaycamp.com

whitefishbaycamp@yahoo.com

ON SABASKONG BAY LAKE OF THE WOODS
6-time Muskies, Inc. Chapter Challunge Headquarters

Family owned and operated for 40 years
AMERICAN PLAN • HOUSEKEEPING • CAMPING
The convenience of a drive-in camp with the

privacy you would expect on an island.

1-888-488-5601
or 807-488-5601

www.redwinglodge.net

Over 7,000MuskiesReleased

COON RAPIDS
12661 RIVERDALE BLVD

763-760-2000
WOODBURY

9895 HUDSON PLACE 
651-731-4400

ST. CLOUD • 60 WAITE AVE SO 
320-656-0500

www.sportsmanswarehouse.com

SPORTING GOODS
Outdoor Experts for Over 75 Years

Monday-Friday 9am-9pm 
Sat. 9 am-6pm • Sun. 10am-5pm

651-488-5511
33 Cty. Rd, B • St. Paul, MN

One Block East of Rice Street on County Road B

“Pizza As You Like It”
Family Owned & Operated Since 1962

651-698-0721
1698 RANDOLPH AVENUE • ST. PAUL, MN
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tc chapter
contacts

OFFICERS

President
Shawn Kellett 
952-380-1218

First Vice President
Brad Coyne
763-412-6697

Second Vice President
Jim Kroupa 
952-474-5967

Treasurer
Steve Hedensten 
651-765-2493

Secretary
Joe Mellot
952-226-4880

Regional Vice President
Eric Schultz
651-917-8272

Members Only Contest
Pete Randall
952-201-5000

Youth Director
Brent Fox
651-491-0101

International
Tournament Directors

Dianne Dahl/
Stu McIntosh
651-699-9817

Project and 
Rearing Fund

John Newman
651-699-8676

Webmaster
Mike McGrath
612-743-9188

BOARD MEMBERS 
AT LARGE

Bob Culbertson 
651-457-2758
Terry Hanson
612-221-1818
Paul Hartman 
763-786-6031
Greg Ide
612-331-5034
Gregg Kappes
952-470-2260
Matt Olson
612-423-2404
Amy Orr
612-840-3856
George Selcke
952-933-2608
Troy Zuelke
952-955-3890

www.twincitiesmuskiesinc.org
On the Water is published
monthly for members of the
Twin Cities Chapter of 
Muskies Inc.

Copy deadline: 15th of each
month
Contact: Graphic Works 
612-866-4730 • olson@3pete.com

10%
DISCOUNT
ON ALL LURES
TO MUSKIES INC.

MEMBERS

Check Out Our
Complete Muskie,

Ice and Fly Fishing
Web Catalogs!

7500 UNIVERSITY AVE. NE
FRIDLEY, MN 55432

763-572-3782 
www.thornebros.com

ASK FOR STEVE. SHOW HIM
YOUR MI MEMBERSHIP

CARD & RECEIVE

15%OFF
OUR ALREADY 

COMPETITIVE PRICES!

Is your vehicle feeling under the weather or in 
need of a Transmission Examination? Call

Transmission Doctor
Complete Driveline Service

REBUILD AND REPAIR

Automatic/Manual Transmission
Clutch • Brakes • Exhaust 

IMPORTS • DOMESTICS • COMPETITIVE PRICING

FREE TOWING WITH ANY MAJOR REPAIR

952-953-6544
15425 CEDAR AVENUE IN APPLE VALLEY 

The new
Ambassadeur®

Record.

The toughest
Abu® yet.

©2006 Pure Fishing Inc.
www.abugarcia.com
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next
meeting

JULY 10
SPEAKER:

SALMO REPRESENTATIVES
If you haven’t used a Salmo lure

before this a great chance to learn

about the lures and ask questions of

the representatives.

Thank Our Sponsors
A big thank you to all the man-
ufacturers, retailers and resorts
that have helped the Twin Cities
chapter in the past year by
donating merchandise and trips
used for incentives and prizes for
our fundraising events as well as
the prizes for the Winter Picnic
and the welcome table at each
meeting.
Please make every effort to
support these sponsors so they
have an incentive to keep on
supporting us. Without them this
chapter could not do what it does
for the resource and its members.
If you’re looking for a new bait,
keep in mind that manufacturers
of some of the most productive
baits ever designed are among
our sponsors. And remember to
buy them from sponsoring
retailers. If you want a muskie trip
this season, keep the sponsoring
resorts in mind.

ADVON Incorporated
Axel’s Restaurant
Basin Baits
Bib’s Box
Birch Villa Resort
Break On The Lake Resort
Buon Giorno Italia 
Calico Jack Tackle
Carbone’s Pizza
Chet’s Wine & Brewsky
Cortland Line Company
Country Crafts
Dan Craven Guide Service
Ducktail Lures
Dunwright Tackle
Dockside Marine/SnoPro
Fiber Tech Reproductions
Fig Rig Rods
Fortune Bay Casino
Frankies Live Bait & Marine
Great American Marine
Huddle’s Resort
Joe Sensor’s

Joe’s Sporting Goods 
Johnson Outdoors, Inc. -

(MinnKota) 
Lindy Little Joe
Little Boy Resort and

Campground
MarCum Technologies
Minnesota State Fair
Moose Country Restaurant
Musky Fix
Musky Innovations LLC
Musky Magic Lures
Northern Lights Casino &

Hotel
Osseo Bakery
Osseo Meat Market
Parkway Auto Care
Phantom Lures
Pine Beach Resort
Professional Edge Fishing

Rods
Pure Fishing 

(Abu Garcia, Berkley,
Fenwick, Spider Wire)

Red Wing Lodge
Reed’s Family Outdoor

Outfitters
Sah-Kah-Tay Resort
Salmo
Shingwak Resort
Slammer Lures
Spirit of the North Resort
Sportsman’s Warehouse
Sunset Cove Resort
Thorne Bros
Trails End Lodge
Triton Boats
Trueglide Baits
Vermilion Dam Lodge
Paul Villnow
Wades Custom Tackle
Whitefish Bay Camp
Wolftrap Tackle Co.
Zero Max

Muskies Inc. Twin Cities Chapter General
Meetings are held at 7:00 pm the second
Tuesday of every month at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, 1114 American
Boulevard West, Bloomington, MN (just
off I-494 & Lyndale Ave.).
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