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No Other Fish Makes Your Knees Shake
from Bob Junghans

“No other fish makes your knees shake.” That’s how
Diana Mindar explains her 20-year passion for
fishing muskies. “The strength. The fight. The rush

you get. There’s nothing else like it,” says the Illinois native
who is half of the only all-female team in the 2005
Professional  Muskie Tournament Trail (PMTT). 

It’s actually Diana’s second year on the PMTT. Last year
she and her partner finished seventh at the Shelbyville,
Kentucky, qualifying tournament; good enough to put them in
the 2004 championship. “We also would have finished 9th at
the Cave Run tournament, but I lost a fish that was in the net
when its gill plate got caught on the netting. When I freed it,
it just squirmed out of the hole in the net and swam away. My
partner never forgave me, but I would rather have the fish
alive and swimming free than have it get injured and die.” 

This year Mindar is teaming with Terrie DuBé, adminis-
trative secretary of Muskies, Inc. For the diminutive DuBé, a
19-year veteran of muskie wars, it will be her first time on
the professional tournament tour. 

“I thought about it a couple of years ago, but things came
up and I couldn’t do it,” said DuBé. “When Diana asked me to
team with her this year I jumped at the chance.”

At least a small part of that enthusiasm was triggered by
Dubé's 2004 season; her best ever, in which she won the
women’s division of the Twin Cities Chapter of Muskies, Inc.,
season-long contest and also finished in the top ten of the
37th Annual Frank Schneider, Jr., International Tournament;
a tournament she once chaired.

DuBé, her 2005 fishing aspirations and her Ranger boat
will be moving to Walker, Minnesota, before the season opens.
She’s giving up her “day job” as a credit manager of a St. Paul
company to pursue her dream of fishing every day. She will
remain in her position with Muskies, Inc.

Mindar, meanwhile, will continue her job as a dental
assistant in her home town of Aurora, Illinois, while she
pursues her dream. “Actually, Terrie will fish a lot more than
I will this year,” she explained. “I don’t own my own boat, so I
have to wait for someone to invite me. I do fish quite a bit,
but it’s not nearly enough.”

Although technically a professional fisherman because of
her prize winnings on the PMTT last year, Mindar hesitates to

put herself in that category. “When I’m fishing against guys
I’ve been reading about and who are icons in the industry it’s
scarey,” she says. “I really learned so much from them last
year. Once they realized we weren’t just in it for the publicity
or a photo, they were really helpful. I think most of them
wanted to really see us succeed. And it was really a rush
when we beat most of them at Shelbyville”.

This year the duo plans to fish all four qualifying PMTT
tournaments: Cave Run in April, Pomme de Terre in May,
Eagle River in June and Chippewa Flowage in August; all
leading up to the PMTT championship on Lake Minnetonka
in October. 

“We’ll do it for the thrill of the competition,” says DuBé,
“and we certainly hope to qualify for the championship, but,
for the most part, we do it to have fun, meet lots of people
and talk about muskies.” 

“It’s fun to be with people who have the same drive and
passion for the sport as you do,” adds Mindar. “The
camaraderie and just the chance to talk muskies is worth it.”

Are there advantages and disadvantages of being the only
all-woman PMTT team?

“Some people are a little standoffish,” said the
loquacious Mindar, “and last year on Minnetonka we had
some people – not tournament fishermen – harass us in the
boat, cutting us off and generally making it difficult to fish.

All-woman team continued on page 4

Terrie DuBé (left) and Diana Mindar (right) are the only all-female
PMTT team for the 2005 tournament season.
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Rusty’s
Up North

Realty

Find Your Own
Muskie Lodge
Lakeshore and up north properties:

LEECH LAKE • CASS LAKE
LONGVILLE • BEMIDJI 
Contact Mark Tietjen, REALTOR®

1-866-336-1451 or 218-566-4588
Mark@womanlakeproperties.com
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At Loe’s we understand the meaning of vacation.

■ Lodge and full service harbor
■ 14 housekeeping cottages and 2 beautiful sand beaches
■ Boat and/or motor rental available
■ Weekly children’s activities & playground
■ Home of Steve’s Guide Service
■ Centrally located to Leech Lake’s best muskie spots

■ Lodge and full service harbor
■ 14 housekeeping cottages and 2 beautiful sand beaches
■ Boat and/or motor rental available
■ Weekly children’s activities & playground
■ Home of Steve’s Guide Service
■ Centrally located to Leech Lake’s best muskie spots

For more information call 
1-800-874-1999

or check out our website at 
www.loesresort.com

Let Us Help You Find Your
Own Up North Muskie Lodge

As I write this there’s only 74 more days until the
Minnesota Muskie Opener. The days are getting longer, and
we’re finally starting to see winter come to a close. My wife is
about to kill me as I’m “playing” with all the new baits I got at
the shows, and reliving memories of the old warhorses. Man, I
can work that new True Glide jerk bait reeeeeeeeaaaallly good
while sitting on my couch watching TIVO’d muskie shows. Yes
sir, my wife is about to kill me…

This is always a fun time of year for me, because this is
when we welcome the new members we’ve signed up at the
shows. We have done a great job recruiting new members this
year and renewing some that have been away for a while. I
encourage everyone to look around the meetings and strike up a
conversation with a new face. That person could be your next
net man.

For new members, feel free to corner anyone with any
questions you may have. A lot of information can also be found
on the MI website. This is your club now and the members are
your fishing brethren. I know most people in our chapter, and
as far as I know none of them bite (again, as far as I know).
We’re looking forward to see what all you new members can
bring to the club. If you’re interested in getting your feet wet
and contributing right away, come talk to me and I can get you
going in the right direction.

I want to let everyone know about the improvements to the
Muskies Inc website. Check out www.muskiesinc.com. The site is

totally revamped. There is even a message board for the Twin
Cities chapter. Go to www.muskiesinc.com; then click on
“members only” on the top of the page. When you get to the next
page, you’ll have to create a password if you haven’t been there
before. After you are logged on, look at the menu on the left side
of the page and click “member forums”. Click “enter member
forums area” and you’ll be brought to the message board. Scroll
down to the chapter boards and you’ll see us on top. This is a
great way to look for a fishing partner, make announcements,
or just get some opinions. I think it could be a great way for our
chapter to communicate better.

I want to take a second to tip my hat to Rollie Olsen, past
President of the North Metro Chapter. At their last meeting
Rollie stepped down after an 8-year run as their President. After
seeing what goes into the job, I have a new respect for Rollie’s
commitment. Enjoy your retirement Rollie, you’ve earned it!

I also want to congratulate and thank George Wahl regard-
ing the Minnesota Muskie Expo. I heard that there was a record
attendance number on Saturday. I was sick that weekend so I
wasn’t able to hang out as much as I’d like to, but my pocket
book is a little heavier for it! 

For those that don’t know, George donates a portion of his
profits from the show to the club every year. Over the last decade
this has totaled to more then $40,000, if memory serves me right.
We all owe George a big THANK YOU!

Get involved! It’s YOUR Muskies Inc.

F rom Our President SHAWN KELLETT

Homes
Unlimited

www.homesunlimited.biz

1.25%
If your Mortgage Payment

is $850/month or more,
you are paying too much.

Call Tom today!

952-892-8463

Tom Glander
MI LIFE MEMBER

tglander@homesunlimited.biz

FOR SALE: 14 ft. AlumaCraft with trailer.
50 hp Merc, tilt & trim, Hummingbird loca-
tor. $2200. Russ Peterson. 612-618-0391.

Submit classified ads to: Graphic Works,

7125 17th Ave. So., Richfield, MN 55423.
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tc chapter
contacts

OFFICERS

President
Shawn Kellett 
952-380-1218

First Vice President
Brad Coyne
952-884-2268

Second Vice President
George Selcke
952-933-2252

Treasurer
Steve Hedensten 
651-765-2493

Secretary
Nick Golz
651-344-3354

Regional Vice President
Eric Schultz
651-917-8272

Members Only Contest
Elaine Randolph 
651-452-1209
e-rand@tc.umn.edu

International
Tournament Directors

Dianne Dahl/
Stu McIntosh
651-699-9817

Project and Rearing
Fund Chair

John Newman
651-699-8676

BOARD MEMBERS 
AT LARGE

Bob Culbertson 
651-457-2758
Joe DeMars 
612-861-8930
Paul Hartman 
763-786-6031
Steve Jonesi
612-799-2034
Bob Junghans
651-482-5999
Jim Kroupa 
952-474-5967
Russ Peterson
952-540-0166
Greg Randolph
651-452-1209
Frank Schneider 
651-489-7341
Paul Villnow 
651-464-6583
George Wahl
763-588-9107
Troy Zuelke
952-955-3890

www.twincitiesmuskiesinc.org
On the Water is published
monthly for members of the
Twin Cities Chapter of 
Muskies Inc.

Copy deadline: Second Friday of
each month
Contact: Graphic Works 
612-866-4730 • olson@3pete.com

10%
DISCOUNT
ON ALL LURES
TO MUSKIES INC.

MEMBERS

Check Out Our
Complete Muskie,

Ice and Fly Fishing
Web Catalogs!

7500 UNIVERSITY AVE. NE
FRIDLEY, MN 55432

763-572-3782 
www.thornebros.com

ASK FOR STEVE. SHOW HIM
YOUR MI MEMBERSHIP

CARD & RECEIVE

15%OFF
OUR ALREADY 

COMPETITIVE PRICES!

Is your vehicle feeling under the weather or in 
need of a Transmission Examination? Call

Transmission Doctor
Complete Driveline Service

REBUILD AND REPAIR

Automatic/Manual Transmission
Clutch • Brakes • Exhaust 

IMPORTS • DOMESTICS • COMPETITIVE PRICING

FREE TOWING WITH ANY MAJOR REPAIR

952-953-6544
15425 CEDAR AVENUE IN APPLE VALLEY 
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watch your mail
Tickets and raffle information for
the 2005 Rearing Fund Raffle are
being mailed to each adult mem-
ber of the chapter in early April.
Please sell as many of them as you
can. Every ticket sold will help put
more muskies in our lakes and
rivers.

Your Raffle Committee has been
working hard and has some great
incentive prizes for ticket sellers.
Drawings for incentive prizes will
be held during the May, June and
July meetings for those who have
turned in their tickets. The top
four sellers will receive trips  to
US and Canadian resorts.

Incentive prizes and resort trips
are listed in the mailing you will
receive with your tickets. Any
questions should be directed to
John Newman 651-699-8676

upcoming
events

Muskies Inc. Twin Cities Chapter General Meetings are
held the second Tuesday of every month at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, 1114 West 79th Street, Bloomington, MN
(just off I-494 & Lyndale Ave.) at 7:00 pm.

APRIL 12
General Meeting. Speaker: Gary Bartlett.
Gary is a guide on Lake of the Woods who catches some big
muskies every year. This is a must see seminar. Gary will share
tips for fishing Lake of the Woods specifically and also discuss
patterns and tactics that have generally proven productive.

MAY 10
General Meeting. Annual Manufacturers
Night/Swap Meet.
Go through your tackle boxes and equipment.  Bring your
rods, reels, lures, motors, boats to the meeting and be prepared
to bargain. Joining us will also be area manufacturers
representing more aspects of muskie fishing than you can
imagine.

But for the most part, once the other PMTT anglers found out we
were for real, there were no problems. In fact, we may have an
advantage in some ways. We seem to get sponsors easier than a
lot of guys do. There are some really good fishermen out there
who are having trouble finding sponsors. We actually have people
coming to us to ask if we’d like to have them sponsor us. And a
lot of guys will actually give us marked maps and share their hot
spots with us. We’re certainly not going to turn them down.”

“I think there are some different expectations, because
you’re a woman,” adds Dubé, “like fixing your own boat, and
things of that nature, but I really don’t think there is
discrimination in this sport. There are more and more women
becoming muskie fishermen, and there are a lot of husband and
wife teams now.” 

As for this year’s tournament trail, all we can say is “stay
tuned and watch out” because these two make a formidable
team.

“I’m so anxious to get on the water,” exclaimed Mindar. “I
keep having this dream of a 53-? -inch fish. I woke myself up the
other night setting the hook!”

They are already living out their dream. Now if that one will
just come true on Minnetonka in October the only all-woman
PMTT team will also be the PMTT champs.

All-woman team continued from page 1

Also note:
APRIL 16 – Thorne Bros. Annual Spring Spectacular.
“Muskie Guide Panel” at 11:00 am. 


